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The photographs and radiographs of this case taken by me are 
interesting as illustrating some peculiarities of development. 
They are of a man’s hands, aged thirty, who was a seven 
months’ twin. In the right hand all the bones of the middle 
finger are absent, and there is not a trace of them to be seen 
in the skiagraph. The left hand has all the bones, but the 
first phalanx of the index finger evidently developed across 
the palm of the hand (which is well shown in the skiagraph) 
and its pressure wedged the bones of the second and third 
Angel'S into each other, so that they became united. The 
piece of bone between the second metacarpal and the second 
phalanx is probably an overgrowth of the base of the first 
phalanx, due to the displacement during ossification. The 
hands are wonderfully useful, and there is no other deformity. 

There is no history of any similar occurrence in the family, 
and the only fact of interest related by the mother is, that 
during the early months of pregnancy she fell across a wall 
whilst stretching over to feed pigs. 

The other twin was smaller, but otherwise perfectly 
developed. 

A second case came under my notice a short time ago in 
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which both hands had all the bones of the middle finger 
missing, and presented an appearance identical with the right 
hand in the above. There was no history of importance, and 
my patient, who was not a twin, in this instance said his 
mother always attributed the deformity to the loss of a 
wedding ring. 
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